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From a small town in southeastern Ohio, 

to performing in metropolitan areas that in- 
clude Chicago, Nashville and Charleston, West 
Virginia, it is hard to imagine that music was not 
Shelby Merry’s first choice.  She was deter- 
mined to be a writer. 
 
 Shelby’s interest in writing was borne 
from a mother who is a deejay, as well as a 

writer and voice talent for commercials, whose work spans both radio and 
Television.  
 

Taking advantage of her considerable influence at the radio station, 
Shelby was given the opportunity to not only do commercials, but to have her 
own radio show on Saturday nights.  And, she was still in high school. 
 
 It was college where the catharsis began.  Music was her future. 
 
 Playing guitar evolved into writing songs; piano, trumpet and drums 
followed. Performing at various venues around the country, she toured with 
This Love, and was opening for Twenty-One Pilots. Shelby’s followings grew 
to the hundreds of thousands on the Internet. 
 
 Shelby was inspired to write “When the Darkness Comes,” based on the 
Maze Runner series of books.  The song went viral, and caught the attention of 
the director and composer of a film being made of the same name based on the 
books.  Wes Ball and John Paesano decided to re-record the piece, and use it in 
the film.  A similar situation occurred when director Robert Schwentke was 
making Allegiant Pt. 1. He wanted to use her song “This is Our War,” not only 
in the film, but also in the marketing of the film.   
 
 Amidst all this activity, Shelby’s music 
caught the attention of Conan O’Brien and his 
company Conaco. They were preparing the 
animated series Final Space, created by Olan 
Rogers for Turner Broadcasting and Netflix. 
Shelby was attached as composer and 

“My first gig was playing between a 
tattoo parlor and a skate shop.  

I knew I could only go up from there.” 
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songwriter. A third season is highly anticipated.  

 Augmenting her Television and individual songwriting, Shelby has 
collaborated with deejays and the contemporary, controversial category of 
“trance artists,” that include Phallen, Sean Tyas, John Askew, and Rodge.  Her 
song with Rodge, “Dreams,“ became #1 in Lebanon for nearly a month.  

 Shelby is a resident of Nashville, Tennessee. 
__________ 

 
 


