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Perhaps the greatest honor a composer may 

have, is to be a part of one of his son’s film scores.   
 
At the 89th Academy Awards Ceremony, Sing 

(Kristof Deak, dir.), was presented with the Oscar for 
Best Live Action Short Film. The composer for the 
film was the distinguished Adam Balazs.  Included in 
the score was a famous and significant Hungarian 
children’s’ song “Elderflower (Bodzavirág),” 
composed by Adam’s father, Árpád Balazs.   

 
And, in 2020, Árpád’s arrangement and 

performance of Gregorio Allegri’s “Miserere mei, Deus,” was included in his 
son’s film score for Spirál (Cecilia Felméri, dir.).  

 
Born in Hungary, Árpád graduated from the Franz Liszt Academy of 

Music (Budapest) in 1964, and was a student of Ferenc Farkas.  This was 
followed by studies at Aram Khachaturian's masterclass in 1967.  In 1970, he 
was then the recipient of a scholarship to study with Goffredo Petrassi in Rome. 
 

As a freelance artist, Árpád received many prestigious recognitions.  
From 1973 to 1990, he was a member of the Bureau of the Hungarian 
Composers Association, where he was a Department Secretary, followed by 
Department President.  

 
Between 1985 and 1990, Árpád was Vice-President of KÓTA, the 

Hungarian Association of Choirs and Orchestras.  In 1990, he was the founding 
president of the Hungarian Blind Association, and after 1998, he became 
President Emeritus.  

 
In 1996, together with 14 renowned associates, 

he founded the Hungarian Art Workshop.  He led the 
Hungarian section of the World Music Association for 
ten years, to include international competitions at 
Bres-cia, Le Havre, Corciano-Perugia, Athens, 
Jastrzebie Zdroj.  He became a permanent jury 
member and taught several master classes as a visiting 
professor at Palermo, Gorizia, Pardubice.  In 2002 he 
was elected a regular member of the European 
Academy of Science and Arts, Salzburg. 
 

Igor Stravinsky dedicates to 
Árpád, the sheet music of 
“Petruska,” main theme. 
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In 1969 he won the SZOT prize, and in 1970,  he was awarded the Erkel 
Award, the Distinguished Artist Award in 1981, the Presidential Golden Medal 
in 2000, the MSZOSZ Prize in 2001 and the Hungarian Heritage Prize in 
2002.  In the spring of 2002, in recognition of his outstanding creative work, he 
was elected a full member of the European Academy of Sciences and Arts in 
Salzburg. 

 
His hometown of Letenye, Kiskunfélegyháza, presented him with the 

Honorary Citizen Award in 2002. And, in 2019, Árpád was presented with 
perhaps the most prestigious recognition of his work in the arts and with 
children. A school was named for him—The Balázs Árpád Elementary School 
for the Arts—in his hometown. 

 
 Árpád has won more than 50 

awards in his domestic and international 
competitions.  Among these are the top ten 
prizes awarded by the International 
Association of Radio and Television 
Associations, including Budapest, Prague, 
Karlovy Vary, Helsinki, Berlin, Moscow 
and Sofia.  For three years he composed for 
and directed the Hungarian Broadcasting 
Television’s highly acclaimed series of  
music programs, Hang-sórozó.  In the 70s 
and 80s, he was the artistic director for the 

professional preparation and conducting of national children's orchestra 
festivals – Vác, Veszprém, Zánka. In addition to the jury of the events, the 
youth repertoire was enriched with new string and wind instrumental 
ensembles. 
 

Árpád composed seven musical stage works, two oratories, twelve 
cantatas, fifteen orchestral pieces, over two hundred choirs, stringers, chamber 
music, movie soundtracks, stage accompaniments, folk songwriting and 
pedagogical pieces, and three “prose” books about music. 
 

Among his repertoire, there are four solo works of art and 50 domestic 
and foreign audio tracks. There are countless radio and Television recordings 
made of Árpád’s works.  In addition to Editio Musica in Budapest, several 
foreign publishers have also released his pieces, including such noted 
companies as Boosey and Hawkes (London-New York), Edizioni Suvini 
Zerboni (Milan), Shawnes Press Inc. (Pennsylvania), W.I.B.C. Publishing 
(Portland), Muzicsna Ukraina (Kiev), Izdatelsztvo Muzika (Moscow), Latvian 
"Liesma" and  Musikhojskolens Forlag (Denmark). 

 
Árpád and his wife, Ágnes, reside in Budapest, Hungary. 

 

Sáandor Szokolay, Jr., Béla Bartók and 
Árpád Balázs at the 10th International 

Béla Bartók Festival in Debrecen (1982) 


